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Election of the Mayor of Lewisham

On Thursday 7 May 2026 you can vote for the person 
you want to be the next Mayor of Lewisham. 

The elected Mayor leads the Council. It is different to 
a ceremonial Mayor – in Lewisham this role is carried 
out by The Speaker of Lewisham.

This booklet must be sent to you by law. In it you 
will find information on how to vote and election 
statements from all of the mayoral candidates who 
chose to submit one.

The candidates are responsible for the information 
in their statements, provided they comply with legal 
requirements. The views expressed are their own. 

Candidates’ names and details appear in random 
order, which was decided by drawing lots. 

Please remember that you must show a valid photo  
ID to vote in person at a polling station. You can find 
out what ID is acceptable in this booklet.

If you don’t have a valid ID, you can apply for  
a special government-issued Voter Authority 
Certificate (VAC). You need to apply by 5pm on 
Tuesday 28 April. Applications can be made online: 
gov.uk/applyforphotoidtovote.

If you have any questions or need help, please visit 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections or call 020 8314 6086.
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List of candidates
Kayode Damali 
Independent 

Amanda De Ryk 
Labour and Co-operative Party 

Josh Matthews 
Liberal Democrats 

Roger Mighton  
Independent

Liam Shrivastava 
Green Party

Sylbourne Sydial 
The Conservative Party Candidate

Pete Newman 
Reform Uk

Jay Delaney Coward      
Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition



Sample ballot paper
Here is a picture of what the ballot paper will look like.  
Note the mayoral ballot paper will be pink. This picture  
is a guide only and may be subject to change. 

COWARD, Jay Delaney

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition

DAMALI, Kayode

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Independent

DE RYK, Amanda

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Labour and Co-operative Party

MATTHEWS, Josh

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Liberal Democrats

MIGHTON, Roger

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Independent

NEWMAN, Pete

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Reform UK

SHRIVASTAVA, Liam

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

Green Party

SYDIAL, Sylbourne

(address in London Borough of Lewisham)

The Conservative Party Candidate

Election of the Mayor for London Borough of Lewisham

Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross Q in the box next to

your choice
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Key dates
Voter registration deadline 
Monday 20 April at midnight

Postal vote application deadline
Tuesday 21 April at 5pm

Proxy vote application deadline
Tuesday 28 April at 5pm

Postal votes will arrive
Tuesday 21 to Thursday 30 April

Election day
Thursday 7 May 2026 polling stations open 7am–10pm

Counting the votes
Verifying and counting the votes will take place on Friday 
8 May from 9am

Results announced on Lewisham Council’s website 
Friday 8 May in the evening
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Election information
On Thursday 7 May 2026, you will be able to vote  
for the directly elected mayor of Lewisham and for  
your local councillors.

On election day, you will receive two ballot papers  
at the polling station. The pink ballot paper is to  
choose the mayor, and the yellow one is to choose  
your local councillors.

Voter Information
Your polling station is shown on the front of your poll 
card. Some polling stations have changed, so check the 
information on your poll card.

You can also find where your polling station  
is by visiting lewisham.gov.uk/elections  
or calling 020 8314 6086.

Who can vote
You can vote in this election if you:

	● are registered to vote in Lewisham

	● �are a British, Commonwealth, Irish or qualifying 
European Union citizen who has turned 18 on or 
before Thursday 7 May 2026

British overseas electors cannot vote in this election.

Postal voters
If you have registered for a postal vote, a pack  
will be posted to the address you requested arriving 
around 23 April. If you have not received it  
by Thursday 30 April, please email  
electoral.services@lewisham.gov.uk  
or call 020 8314 6086.
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Please ensure your completed ballot is received by the 
Returning Officer before 10pm on Thursday 7 May. If you 
forget to post it, you can take it to any polling station on 
the day of the election.

Proxy voters
You can appoint someone else to cast your vote on your 
behalf if you wish. Proxy voter applications must be 
received by the Council by 5pm on Tuesday 28 April.

Emergency proxy voters
If you are unexpectedly taken ill or are suddenly called 
away for work purposes after 5pm on Tuesday 28 April 
and cannot go to vote in person, you can appoint an 
emergency proxy to vote for you.

You will have to give a reason why you cannot  
vote in person and your application must be 
supported by a doctor or your employer. To apply  
for a proxy vote visit lewisham.gov.uk/elections  
or call 020 8314 6086.

Poll cards
Don’t worry if you lose your poll card. If you are  
on the register, you don’t need a poll card to vote. 
You can attend the polling station and staff there  
will help you. The poll card is just to inform you  
that there is an election and explain where your 
polling station is. To find your polling station visit 
lewisham.gov.uk/elections.
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You must bring photographic ID  
to vote at a polling station
You will not be able to vote unless you show photographic  
identification to the polling station staff.

	● �A passport issued by the UK, any 
of the Channel Islands, the Isle of 
Man or a British Overseas Territory

	● �A passport or passport card issued 
by an EEA, or a country whose 
citizens are Commonwealth citizens

	● �A photocard driving licence issued 
by the UK, any of the Channel 
Islands, the Isle of Man, or an  
EEA state (this includes a 
provisional driving licence)

	● A Blue Badge

	● �Older Person’s Bus Pass funded by 
the UK Government

	● �Disabled Person’s Bus Pass funded 
by the UK Government

	● �60+ London Oyster Photocard 
funded by Transport for London

	● Freedom Pass

	● �a National Entitlement Card issued 
by a local authority in Scotland

	● �60 and Over Welsh Concessionary 
Travel Card

	● �Disabled Person’s Welsh 
Concessionary Travel Card

	● �Senior SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland

	● �Registered Blind SmartPass or 
Blind Person’s SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland

	● �War Disablement SmartPass issued 
in Northern Ireland

	● �60+ SmartPass issued in Northern 
Ireland

	● �Half Fare SmartPass issued in 
Northern Ireland

	● I�dentity card bearing the Proof of 
Age Standards Scheme hologram 
(a PASS card)

	● �Biometric Immigration Documents, 
including eVisas

	● �Ministry of Defence Form 90 
(Defence Identity Card)

	● �Ministry of Defence Form 100 
(HM Armed Forces Veteran Card) 

	● �National identity card issued  
by an EEA state

	● �Electoral Identity Card issued in 
Northern Ireland

	● Voter Authority Certificate

	● Anonymous Elector’s Document

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voting-and-elections/voter-id/applying-a-voter-authority-certificate


If you do not possess any of the accepted forms of 
photographic identification, you can apply to your local 
Electoral Registration Officer for a free Voter Authority 
Certificate. Completed applications must reach us by 5pm 
on Tuesday 28 April. 

Apply online voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk 

If your photographic identification document has expired 
it will still be accepted so long as the photograph is still 
a good likeness of you, unless it is a temporary Voter 
Authority Certificate which is not valid for use on the date 
of poll. 

You may be required to provide further proof of identity if 
there is any discrepancy between your name as shown on 
your form of photographic identification and the name of 
the elector that you claim to be.
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Candidate statements
The following pages contain election statements 
prepared by the election agents of the candidates 
for the Mayor of Lewisham. The candidates and 
election agents have full responsibility for the 
content of their statements. Lewisham Council and 
the Returning Officer have no legal powers to edit, 
amend or fact-check these statements.











Josh Matthews
BUILDING LEWISHAM'S FUTURE

for Mayor

FIND OUT MORE

 www.lewishamlibdems.org.uk/josh 

Liberal Democrats are ambitious for Lewisham.
This is a welcoming, diverse, creative borough 
with fantastic potential. Together we can build a 
great future. But generations of politicians, who 
just didn't have that vision, have let us down.
I'm an engineer with experience across industry, 
specialising in climate and sustainability.
I have a plan to build Lewisham's future - and I 
have the energy, drive and experience to deliver.

Prepared by M Clarke for J Matthews (Liberal Democrats), all at 99 Bradgate Road, SE6 4TR.



A Lib Dem Lewisham can be...

Start building the future
on May the 7th.

MATTHEWS, Josh ✗

Thriving

Clean

Affordable

Led by You

Safe

Sustainable
Lewisham has the third worst 
fly-tipping of any borough in 
England. That's unacceptable.

My cleanup strategy includes 
community skips, detailed use 
of data and better enforcement.

Too many people feel unsafe 
on our borough's streets.

I will bring together different 
agencies to reduce crime, not 
just catch offenders - I will bring 
back real community policing.

A strong community needs 
jobs and opportunities.

I will support small businesses, 
startups and entrepreneurs to 
grow and stay in Lewisham - 
creating real local jobs.

Your Council should deliver 
openness and value for money.

Consultations will be real and 
will be listened to. Decisions 
will be made democratically, 
not by expensive consultants.

I have spent my career working 
for climate action and greener 
neighbourhoods.

I will lead a council that gives 
nature, air quality and climate 
the priority they deserve.

We have a Housing Crisis.

As Mayor, I will build a housing 
system that truly cares.
I will prioritise repairs and 
build more social housing for 
Lewisham families.







My priorities  as
Mayor of Lewisham









Promoted by Jonathan Crozier, at c/o Tower Hamlets Reform UK, 5 Brayford Square, London E1 0SG, on behalf of Peter Newman, 
residing within the London Borough of Lewisham. 

LEWISHAM NEEDS PETER NEWMAN.  
VOTE   ON 7 TH MAY

Peter NewmanPeter Newman
PETER 
NEWMAN
REFORM UK CANDIDATE  
FOR MAYOR OF LEWISHAM

As your Mayor, my top priority will be to ensure the 
council’s finances are stable and your money is being 
spent wisely. 

The council’s current debt is over £200 million and a 
staggering £147,000 is spent on debt interest payments 
alone, every single week. You deserve better than this 
financial chaos and poor management. If elected, as 
Reform UK Mayor of Lewisham I will make sure that we 
finally put the needs of local people first. 

Only Reform UK has a plan 
for Lewisham Council by 
eliminating wasteful spending 
and helping to tackle the cost-
of-living crisis. Lewisham’s 
finances are broken and only a 
Reform UK Mayor will fix it. 

ONLY    
CAN SOLVE LEWISHAM’S 

FINANCIAL CHAOS



2 OPPOSE HOUSING ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRANTS IN HOTELS 

1 PUT LONDONERS FIRST 
FOR SOCIAL HOUSING

3 SUPPORT OUR STRUGGLING 
HIGH STREETS

4 END ULEZ AND THE 
WAR ON DRIVERS

5 CRACK DOWN 
ON ANTI-SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR

VOTE  ON 7 TH MAY

ONLY   WILL  
FIX BROKEN LONDON

London is one of the world’s great capitals.  
Yet today it often feels like a lawless city 
where many Londoners cannot afford to live. 
Only Reform UK will fix our broken city.  
We have no interest in protecting a failing 
status quo. It’s time for something new. It’s 
time to put Londoners first. Vote for a London 
that works for you. 

LAILA CUNNINGHAM  
Reform UK’s London Spokesperson



TRADE UNIONIST AND SOCIALIST COALITION

COWARD
VOTE FOR A SOCIALIST MAYOR ON A WORKERS’ WAGE

JAY

VOTE FOR A
SOCIALIST MAYOR 
WHO WILL FIGHT FOR THE MONEY AND
RESOURCES LEWISHAM NEEDS

Promoted by Jay Coward of 2 Rochfort House, Grove Street, Deptford, SE8 3LX
  

WE NEED A BUDGET BASED ON
OUR NEEDS NOT CUTS!

No more cuts, closures,
or council tax rises!
Expand and properly
fund Adult Social Care,
education, healthcare
and all other services
we need

No to gentrification - save
Lewisham shopping centre!
We need high-quality council
homes - not private property
development. Rent controls
now!

Restore youth services - young
people deserve a decent
future! We need properly
funded sports and arts
facilities for young people. Stop
the cuts to children’s services

Cut bills - we won’t pay for
Trump’s war! Nationalise
energy under democratic
working-class control and
management, with no
compensation for the fat-cat
bosses



END THE COST-OF-
LIVING CRISIS!

Reject increases in council
tax, rent, and service charges 
Start a mass council house
building programme
End low pay with a £15/hr
minimum wage, and wage
rises for all to keep pace with
inflation
Defend workers’ jobs, pay, and
conditions
Fight for a decent future for
young people — free
education and training, and
decent, well-paid jobs for all

           How many more politicians will
vote for more devastating cuts and
council tax increases to make up for the
loss of central government funding? 
  They all say “better our cuts than their
cuts” and continue to make us pay for
the system’s crisis.  
  Despite voicing opposition, the Greens
don’t go far enough to stand up to
Starmer’s austerity. They also have a
bad record wherever they have been in
power.
  But councils can fight cuts! They can
fight for everything mentioned in this
election statement (and many more) by
using every possible tool - including
council reserves to set no-cuts needs
budgets - to build a campaign rooted in
trade unions and our communities.
They can twist the government’s arm
into paying up, instead of forcing
workers to pick up the bill. 
  As a member of the Socialist Party, I
am standing as part of the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition to fight
exactly for that.
  

  As a trade unionist, I argue for a new
party based on the working class. A
party that will take on the
establishment 
parties and put forward a socialist 
alternative to war and austerity.

I wanted to include my contact details
here. I also wanted to put the TUSC party
website in this election address. This
would have given voters the chance to
ask me about what I stand for, get
involved with my campaign or TUSC.
I think this was the wrong decision by the
council and has weakened democracy in
Lewisham.  



YOUR VOTE ✖ YOUR COMMUNITY ✖ YOUR COUNCIL

513-NY-1a

Print management by Financial Data Management Ltd
Unit 7, Segro Park Canning Town,  
160 Bidder Street, London E16 4ES

April 2026

YOU 
decide
Make sure you vote on 
Thursday 7 May 2026

1 mayor

54 councillors
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